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Pajaro Valley gets $10 million for water projects
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WATSONVILLE &GT;&GT; Pajaro Valley water supply and conservation projects are in line for $10 million in
state drought emergency funding.
The money will be used to replace an aging filtration plant on Corralitos Creek, add to a pipeline that delivers
recycled wastewater to farms for irrigation and implement an outreach and education conservation program.
"We couldn't be more ecstatic," said Mary Bannister, general manager of the Pajaro Valley Water
Management Agency, announcing the news Thursday. "We're talking real money here."
The Watsonville-based agency took the lead in securing the $12.3 million grant, which also includes $2.3
million for projects in Santa Clara and San Benito counties. Though the award has received only preliminary
approval, officials said the draft list of projects is rarely if ever modified. Final confirmation is expected in two
to three weeks.
Watsonville Public Works and Utilities Director Steve Palmisano said Corralitos Creek provides about 10
percent of the city's water in average rainfall years. Replacing the 80-year-old filtration plant will more than
double its output, meaning less water will have to be pumped for stressed aquifers.
Officials said the 1,100 acre feet of increased water supply from a surface source will move the Pajaro Valley
closer to the water management agency's goal of reducing groundwater pumping by 12,000 acre feet to solve
a long-standing problem of saltwater intrusion cased by overdraft.
On average, about 55,000 acre feet of groundwater is pumped from the Pajaro Valley each year, 85 percent
of it for agriculture.
An acre foot of water is 326,000 gallons of water.
The project has been in the works for eight years, but the city hadn't been able to find funding. Because the
city is economically disadvantaged — the median per capita income of about $16,000 is just better than half
that of the state as a whole — $6.3 million awarded to the filtration plant will cover the whole cost of the
project.
Other projects must come up with 25 percent in matching funds.
Palmisano said a design shelved due to the lack of funds will be updated with a goal of starting construction
next year. That would put the plant in service by 2016.
"We'd never be able to afford it without this funding," Palmisano said. "Our main message is one of gratitude."
State grants
$6.3 million: To Watsonville to construct a new water filtration plant on Corralitos Creek, enhancing habitat
for fish and doubling surface water output for a savings of 1,100 acre feet of groundwater.
$2.1 million: To Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency for extending pipeline to supply as much as 750
acre feet of treated wastewater to farms for irrigation.
$500,000: To Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency for a conservation program aimed at assisting
farmers
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improve irrigation efficiency.
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farmers improve irrigation efficiency.
$2.2 million: To Santa Benito County Water District for expanding a recycled water project.
$121,000: To Santa Clara County for its South County Recycled Water Pipeline improvement project.
Source: Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency
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