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Water is the one thing that no living thing can do without. All animals and plants need water. 

Without it there would be no life of any kind on earth. The problem is that we take water for 

granted. The amount of water wasted by people is mind-boggling and if you don't believe it just 

drive around the county and you will see sprinklers going full blast even when the lawns don't 

need the water. 

As we move into the winter months with little or no rain, drought is on just about everyone's 

mind. In fact, the month of December had the least amount of rainfall in history and the outlook 

for January doesn't look much better. It's not just here in Lake County but throughout the state as 

well. Cities and small towns are worried that their water sources will dry up and are asking for 

water conservation. For example, the town of Willits has imposed strict water usage 

requirements where each household is limited to 150 gallons of water a day. 

In comparison to other lakes in Northern California, Clear Lake is in good shape but that could 

change quickly if there are no major storms this winter. It will take at least six inches of rainfall 

in the surrounding hills before there is any significant runoff into the lake. As it now stands, the 

lake level could be well below zero on the Rumsey Gauge by midsummer. Local farmers are 

already worried about their wells and how a severe drought would impact their operations. Local 

cities are also concerned and may have to restrict water use. 

It's amazing how much water a family uses. According to the U.S. Geological Service (USGS), 

each person in a household uses 80 to 100 gallons of water per day. The USGS says a bath uses 

36 gallons of water and a shower uses two gallons per minute. Just brushing your teeth or 

washing your hands and face or shaving can use up to a gallon of water. A dishwasher will use 

from four to 10 gallons per load and a clothes washer can use 25 gallons per load. Flushing your 

toilet will use three gallons and outdoor watering of your plants can use five to 10 gallons per 

minute. According to USGS, a tiny leak in your toilet can waste up to 22 gallons per day. 

Many people think because they have their own well that they don't have to worry about having 

enough water. Many wells in Lake County produce less than three gallons per minute and that's 

during a year with normal rainfall. However, in a drought situation, such as we are now in, that 

well can produce a lot less or even go dry. 

There are several ways you can save water. First cut back on watering your lawn. Better yet 

replace the lawn with drought-proof plants and decorative rocks. When you wash your car use a 

bucket. If your master bathroom is at the other end of the house from the water heater, place a 

five-gallon bucket in the shower. Turn on the hot water and allow the bucket to fill with cold 



water. When the water turns warm shut off the tap and remove the bucket and take your shower. 

The same can be done with your bathroom sink. Use a pitcher and capture the cold water while 

waiting for the water to warm up enough to shave or wash your face and hands. This water can 

then be used to water your outdoor and indoor plants. 

Getting used to using less water is easy. For example, most travel trailers have only a 30-gallon 

water tank yet we think nothing of going away for a weekend or even or week to a remote 

campground and we get along just fine with a limited water supply. 

Cutting water usage will not only save you money, but it's also good for the environment. The 

less water we use means more food for the wild critters. Hopefully there will be a wet spring and 

our water problems will disappear, but don't bet on it 

 


