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Dow Jones Industrial
17,477.40 (+69.15)

U
Standard & Poor’s
2,091.54 (+8.15)

U
Nasdaq
5,048.24 (+14.68)

By Jondi Gumz
jgumz@santacruzsentinel.com
@jondigumz on Twitter

WATSONVILLE >> Nahum Rivera,
33, owner of Premiere Event Ser-
vices and a chef specializing in
Mexican and Mediterranean lo-
cal seasonal food, wants to reach
potential customers beyond his

friends and family.
Betty Gonzalez, 45, a mother

of two who makes her low-sugar
snack Granola Naturali at the
commercial kitchen owned by El
Pajaro Community Development
Corp., wants to get her product
into more farmers markets and
food stores.
Alberto Murillo, 39, a teacher,

wants to create a nonprofit to
teach grade-school children
chess, giving them thinking skills
to help them succeed academi-
cally.
The three were among 50-plus

people who attended a Friday
workshop on Facebook and Yelp
for business hosted by Assembly-
man Luis Alejo, D-Watsonville, at
the Watsonville Civic Center.
The main attraction was Juan

Salazar, a 20-something outreach
manager at Facebook, who talked
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Facebook rep draws a crowd
Juan Salazar
of Facebook
speaks with
attendees
at a social
media
workshop
for business
Friday at the
Watsonville
Civic Center.
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Javier Zamora, at his farm in Royal Oaks on Thursday, stands next to one of his water-saving sprinkler heads that he uses
to water organic strawberries on his 18acres.

Lakeside Organic Gardens has one field near Watsonville
using solely recycled water and is looking at how to bring
purple pipes to more of its land.

BySamanthaClark
sclark@santacruzsentinel.com
@samanthabclark on Twitter

WATSONVILLE>> Pajaro Valley
farmers reduced water con-
sumption 19 percent so far
this year compared to 2014’s
exceptionally high use due to
the drought.
Use dropped from 18,349

to 14,770 acre feet. An acre-
foot is equivalent to 326,000
gallons and is enough to grow
a half-acre of strawberries or
supply two families of four for

a year.
“It’s really good news, but

the tough reality is we’re still
pumping this basin way too
hard,” said Mary Bannister,
director of the Pajaro Valley
Water Management Agency.
“If these drought conditions
are really the new future,
we’re going to have to come
up with more solutions and
more reductions.”
Conservation is key here,

where water problems go be-
yond the drought. Agriculture
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PAJARO FARMERS CURB
WATER USE 19 PERCENT

By Jessica Calefati and SophieMattson
San Jose Mercury News

SACRAMENTO>>A hasty decision by California ed-
ucation officials to cancel the final high school
exit exam for the Class of 2015 has unwittingly
prevented several thousand students across the
state from graduating.
The state considers the exit exam outmoded

and intends to ditch it altogether, but legislators
haven’t yet altered state law requiring students
to pass the test. That has left in the lurch seniors
who met all other requirements and planned to
take the exit exam this summer before starting
college this fall. More than 300 students from
San Francisco and Oakland alone are affected.
“The state has not left the school district or the

students any attractive options,” said Troy Flint,
a spokesman for the Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict who noted thatmany of the district’s 221 stu-
dents affected are immigrants who have strug-
gled to learn English.
“These children are victims of bureaucratic

mismanagement,” Flint said.
Tomakematters worse, the exam is effectively

obsolete because its questions are aligned to a
math and language arts curriculum that hasn’t
been used in California schools for several years.
That’s why lawmakers are considering a bill to
eliminate the requirement to pass the test.
San Francisco’s school board Friday decided

to “go rogue” and defy state law by eliminating
the exit exam requirement. That will mean 107
students who haven’t passed the exam will re-
ceive their diplomas. Scores of the students re-
ceived them Friday evening at a special board
meeting.
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Canceled
test leaves
students
in limbo
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Follow the Sentinel’s Tout
channel for daily videos from
our staff. WWW.TOUT.COM/CHAN-
NELS-SANTA-CRUZ-SENTINEL
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Daily Santa Cruz
Sentinel videos on Tout

Bus drivers voted to forgo
already approved raises to
help resolve Metro’s ongoing
structural shortfall. PAGE A2

METROBUDGET

Bus drivers forgo
raises to help district

Discovery Kingdom will re-
move the Roar roller coaster
after a last hurrah Sunday
after 16years. PAGE A9

VALLEJO

Roar roller coaster
to go silent at Six Flags

Latino entrepreneurs eager to learn
how to build a business via technology

Drought intensifies groundwater problems

Lawmakers promise
emergency legislation
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Today’sweb bonus >>Take a photo tour of theUCSCArboretum. photos.santacruzsentinel.com
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Ferraris
cruise old
course one
more time
Local News>>A2

TENNIS

Comerica
moves
toward
the finals
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Pit bull
puppies
rescued
from trash
Local >>A2
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