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By LauranNeergaard
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> Scientists might
have found a new way to tell
who’s at risk of having a prema-
ture baby, by checking the bac-
terial community that lives in
mom’s reproductive tract.
Trillions of microbes share

our bodies, living on the skin
or in the gut, mouth or vagina,
what scientists call our microbi-
ome. Many of these germs play
critical roles in health, from
good digestion to robust immu-
nity, but they can contribute to
health problems if they get out
of whack.
What about during pregnancy?

Researchers at Stanford Univer-
sity tracked some of those micro-
bial neighborhoods week by week
through 49 healthy women’s preg-
nancies — and found those who
went into preterm labor harbored

HEALTH

New study links
preterm birth
with microbes
in mom’s body

By Julia Horowitz
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO>> Three years after
California voters passed a ballot
measure to raise taxes on corpo-
rations and generate clean energy
jobs by funding energy-efficiency
projects in schools, barely one-
tenth of the promised jobs have
been created, and the state has no
comprehensive list to show how
much work has been done or how
much energy has been saved.
Money is trickling in at a

slower-than-anticipated rate, and
more than half of the $297million
given to schools so far has gone to
consultants and energy auditors.
The board created to oversee the
project and submit annual prog-
ress reports to the Legislature has
never met, according to a review
by The Associated Press.
Voters in 2012 approved the

Clean Energy Jobs Act by a large
margin, closing a tax loophole
for multistate corporations. The
Legislature decided to send half
the money to fund clean energy
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California
measure
fails to create
green jobs

By JessicaA. York
jyork@santacruzsentinel.com
@ReporterJess on Twitter

SANTA CRUZ >> About a quar-
ter of Main Beach was fenced
off from sunbathers Monday as
workers bulldozed a massive di-
agonal trench from the San Lo-
renzo River’s mouth to the Mon-
terey Bay.

To alleviate flooding in the
area, the city of Santa Cruz is
stepping in to help nature along,
while remaining careful not to
damage the local habitat, said
Scott Collins, assistant to the city
manager. The 7-foot-deep river
has been seeping below the lev-
ies that are meant to contain a
river up to 5 feet deep, sending
water into low-lying properties

nearby, Collins said.
“It’s been particularly bad be-

cause of the drought. You have
low flows from the river, so the
sandbar gets bigger, with more
wave overtopping and filling the
lagoon with salt water,” Collins
said. “It’s counterintuitive that
you have flooding in a drought
year.”

SANLORENZORIVER

Lagoon breached, lessens flooding
Spectators
gather above
the San Lorenzo
River on Monday
morning to
watch as a crew
breaches the
lagoon created
by the waterway
on Main Beach.
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SANTA CRUZ >> Despite the un-
precedented drought and the
fragile state of local groundwa-
ter levels, Santa Cruz County
crop values reached record lev-
els, exceeding $616 million in
2014.
The increase of $17 million

was a nearly 3 percent boost
compared to 2013, according
to the annual crop report re-
leased Monday. Total acreage
decreased slightly, from 18,244
in 2013 and 18,019 in 2014.
“It shows stability in the ag-

ricultural industry,” Mary Lou
Nicoletti, county agricultural
commissioner, said of agricul-
ture’s value. “It’s not a huge in-
crease, but that’s not particu-
larly surprising. Variable farm-
land is a finite resource.”
Although the nursery indus-

try grew the most last year—
up 10 percent to $119.7 million
— much of the modest growth
comes from Pajaro Valley’s big

berry industry.
Strawberries, raspberries and

blackberries brought in a total
of $396million, whichmakes up
64 percent of the county’s agri-
cultural gross value. Their value
grew just more than 1 percent.
Although total acreage

dipped slightly, strawberries
fetched a higher price of $2,280
per ton. They continue to reign
as the county’s top commodity,
which was valued at $228 mil-
lion. And in second place, rasp-
berries reached $131 million.
Meanwhile, apples, which

didn’t see a cold enough win-
ter, took a hit. Acreage fell 80
acres from 2013 along with
their value, which dropped 8
percent to $10.9 million.
The value of vegetable crops

similarly declined about 3 per-
cent to $72 million. Leaf let-
tuce saw the highest growth
with more acreage and better
yields. While Brussels sprouts
continue to enjoy their new-
found popularity. Their value
dropped 22 percent to gross
$11.3 million. Growers planted

13 more acres to meet con-
sumer demand.
“There was just an unbe-

lievable explosion in demand
for Brussels sprouts in 2013,”
said grower Steve Bontadelli.
“We didn’t get the same spike
in 2014, but it’s still high.”
Also noteworthy is contin-

ued growth in the local organic
industry. More than 100 grow-
ers farm 4,000 acres of organic
crops. The sector has ballooned

during the past decade.
In 2004, organic production

was valued at $18 million. In
2014, its value was $118.8 mil-
lion, up 24 percent from 2013.
“The profit margins are bet-

ter in organics, and more peo-
ple want organic,” said Dick Pei-
xoto, owner of Lakeside Organic
Gardens. “The driving force in
this area is the high demand for
organic strawberries.”

AGRICULTURE

CROP REPORT FOR 2014
SHOWS STEADY GROWTH

PHOTOS BY SHMUEL THALER — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

The strawberry harvest is in full swing near Sunset State Beach west of Watsonville on Monday morning. Strawberries were once again the
top crop in Santa Cruz County, according to the 2014Crop Report.

Dust flies as a field worker discs a field along San Andreas Road on
Monday.
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Follow the Sentinel’s Tout
channel for daily videos from
our staff. WWW.TOUT.COM/CHAN-
NELS-SANTA-CRUZ-SENTINEL
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State regulators took the first
steps toward a probe into
PG&E’s culture and how the
company governs itself. PAGE A4
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PUC eyes broad
probe of PG&E

As Joe Biden considers chal-
lenging Hillary Clinton for the
nomination, their relationship
is tested anew. PAGE A10
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Clinton and Biden share
long, tangled friendship
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Santa Cruz County harvested $616M in crops

Stopgap bulldozing part of Santa Cruz’s three-year plan
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