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Monterey Bay Master
Gardeners host Fall
Fest celebration

Records detail
dramatic response to
California wildfire

WATSONVILLE — The
UC Master Gardeners of
Monterey Bay’s annual Fall
Fest takes place Sunday,
Oct. 4 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the UC Cooperative Extension Demonstration Garden, 1430 Freedom Blvd. in
Watsonville. Admission is
free.
At this year’s event, the
UC Master Gardeners invite
the community to come together for a day of activities
that include garden demonstrations, a plant sale, kids
activities and a raffle. Presentations and demonstrations will be in both English
and Spanish.
How-to demonstrations
include compositing, seed
propagating, rose pruning
and a vertical succulent wall
demo.
Exhibitors include: Las
Lomas Lavender and Honey, Carmona’s BBQ, Zocala
Tameles, Kettle Pop, Aunt Lali
Ice Cream, American Medical Response, Watsonville
Fire Department, Watsonville
Police Department, Rancho
Cielo Culinary School, Composter Ron Hoch and Garden
Whimsey
UC Master Gardeners of
Monterey Bay is a volunteer
organization affiliated with
the Master Gardener Program of the UC Cooperative
Extension Service, whose
mission is to provide horticultural education to the
public and to disseminate
research-based horticultural information developed by
the University of California.
Master Gardener programs,
including a hotline, speakers bureau, information
booths, demonstration gardens, events, and special
projects.
For information, email
FallFest@mbmgs.org or visit
www.mbmg.ucanr.edu.
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Buddhist Temple’s
Teriyaki Dinner returns

Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronian

Brian Lockwood, senior water resources hydrologist at the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency, inspects soil samples
Thursday from as far down in the earth as 900 feet Thursday in the PVWMA parking lot.

PVWMA drilling well to
monitor groundwater
By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN

WATSONVILLE — A giant
rig stationed behind Pajaro
Valley Management Agency
in downtown Watsonville is
currently making a great deal
of noise as workers drill down
more than 900 feet into Pajaro
Valley’s underbelly.
When the project has been
completed and the machinery
has gone silent, the city’s water scientists will have four
monitoring wells that will

give them a better picture of
Pajaro Valley’s ever-shifting
groundwater supply and help
them monitor water quality.
The four wells will reach
to shallower depths, each
monitoring one of the valley’s
four aquifers, the Lower Aromas, the Upper Aromas and
the Alluvial. The deepest is
the Purisima, which is rarely
studied because of its depth
of nearly 1,000 feet.
Such studies are important
as the state reels from the

ongoing drought, and as water
officials locally grapple with
years of groundwater overdraft and resultant seawater
intrusion.
“This will tell us how the
water supply is changing over
time,” said PVWMA hydrologist Brian Lockwood.
Lockwood acknowledged
that the machinery is noisy,
but said the workers are shutting it off at night in consideration of neighbors.
“It’s a one-month nuisance

for a wealth of data,” he said.
“It’s a long-term investment in
our monitoring network and our
understanding of the aquifers.”
The giant machine is sending 10-foot sections of metal
pipe into the earth, sometimes
as quickly as 200 feet per hour
and as little as five feet per
hour, depending on the material the formidable drill bit
encounters.
Lockwood estimated the
project will be completed in
three weeks.

Los Angeles beach
closed after waste
washes ashore
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WATSONVILLE — The
Watsonville Buddhist Temple’s 54th annual Teriyaki Dinner will be held Saturday from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the temple,
423 Bridge St.
The dinner, which is take
out only, is $10.
For information and tickets, call 724-7860.

CHP recruiting for
Explorer Program
APTOS — The California
Highway Patrol Explorer
Program is holding an open
house at the CHP Santa
Cruz Office, 10395 Soquel
Drive in Aptos, Oct. 6 at 6
p.m.
To qualify for the program,
those interested must be between 15-21 years old, have
no felony convictions, no drug
or alcohol use, and have at
least a 2.0 GPA, among other
qualifications.
For information, call 6620511.

MIDDLETOWN — A daughter was worried about her
elderly parents trying to flee a
massive California wildfire on
horseback.
A couple needing help evacuating waited for deputies in a
creek near their home. A woman fretted that her mother with
Alzheimer's wouldn't know to
leave.
Those were just a few of the
overwhelming number of calls
the tiny Lake County Sheriff's
Department received during the
fast-moving blaze that began
Sept. 12 about 100 miles north
of San Francisco.
Dispatch logs released Thursday showed the small department was strained to its limits
by the flames that swept across
the mountainous county.
"The response was as quick
as we could do it," Sheriff Brian
Martin said. "In some cases it
didn't reach everybody."
The logs show worried relatives calling often to request
checks on elderly and sick
residents feared trapped in their
homes. Screams for help were
reported from residents unable
to get out of the fire zone, while
other callers pleaded for deputies to rescue livestock and pets
left behind.
The 40 pages of logs involving dispatchers and deputies
told the story of the unfolding
disaster, detailing the frantic
scramble to evacuate people
and animals as the fire ripped
through miles of dry vegetation.
Deputies were asked to help
enforce mandatory evacuation
orders just 30 minutes after the
fire started.
The records show that some
people ignored those orders.
In at least two instances, residents threatened or argued with
would-be rescuers.
"Try to get them out," a dispatcher told one deputy who
encountered resistance at a
house that was on fire.
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A crew from Maggiora Bros. Drilling are digging a 920-foot well in the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency parking lot.

LOS ANGELES — A Los
Angeles beach remained closed
Thursday after hypodermic needles, condoms and other waste
washed ashore and excessive
bacteria levels were found in
the water.
County health officials announced the closure of Dockweiler State Beach on Wednesday after the waste was spotted
in sand along the 4-mile beach
near Los Angeles International
Airport.
Health officials collected
at least 200 pounds of waste,
Los Angeles Sanitation District
spokeswoman Tonya Durrell
said. Officials believe it was discharged from a pipeline belonging to the city-owned Hyperion
Treatment Plant.
The mile-long pipeline had
been dormant but was brought
back online last week as a
heavy storm strained the regular 5-mile pipeline.
“It may have been sitting there
and as a result, the heavy rain
storm and first flush of all of that
may have pushed that matter out
into the bay,” Durrell said.

