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Water agencies eligible for $4M 
State Water Resources announces local sustainability grants 
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CAPITOLA >> Local agencies assigned the role of long-term planning 

to sustain Santa Cruz County’s major underground drinking water 
sources may soon earn a $4 million boost to their efforts. The California 

Department of Water Resources has announced tentative award of $1 

million for Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency, $1.5 million each for 
Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency and Pajaro Valley Water 

Management Agency. The grants are aimed to assist groundwater 
agencies in creating sustainable groundwater plans by 2020 and 2022 

and come out of the 2014 voter-approved Proposition 1 Water Bond for 
water supply infrastructure projects. Allocations are pending approval 

after the conclusion of a Department of Water Resources public comment 
period, through Feb. 21. 

Soquel Creek Water District Board President Bruce Daniels, speaking 

about the Mid-County grant during a district meeting Tuesday night, said 
that as his district “pays 70 percent of the bills,” more than $1 million of 

that funding will go to Soquel Creek. That grant comes in the wake of 
last week’s notice of up to $2 million from the state for the district’s Pure 
Water Soquel Project planning. 

“If you divide that by the number of accounts, that’s like $200 for each 

of our customers,” Daniels said of the combined funding. “That’s really 
quite amazing. I want to commend staff on getting out there and beating 
the bushes, because it’s been successful.” 

The state has categorized both the Mid-County Groundwater Basin and 
Pajaro Basin as in “critical overdraft.” The basins are classified as in 

critical overdraft for reasons such as the level of seawater intrusion 
detected in drinking water supplies. The Mid-County basin serves as a 

drinking water source for Live Oak, Soquel, Aptos and Capitola, while 
Pajaro’s basin covers Watsonville, numerous private parcels and the 
South County agricultural industry. 

 

Separately, the Santa Margarita Basin provides drinking water for the 

Scotts Valley and San Lorenzo Valley water districts, more than a dozen 
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small water systems, and about 1,100 parcels served by private wells, 
according to Santa Cruz County Environmental Health. 

Santa Cruz County Water Resources Planner Sierra Ryan said word of the 

grants is exciting. Ryan is a member of both the Mid-County and Santa 
Margarita groundwater agencies. 

“The Groundwater Sustainability Plans for our local basins are an 

important step toward securing our water future, and will consider 
programs and projects to improve water supply resiliency for residents, 

as well as benefit fish and wildlife,” Ryan said in a county press release. 
“The grants will represent a significant reduction in the costs of 
developing these plans.” 

Daniels said later in Tuesday’s meeting that it will be important for the 
Mid-County Groundwater Agency to submit its groundwater sustainability 

plan early, before other groundwater agencies’ plans start flowing in and 
create a backlog. Groundwater basins statewide are required to be 

sustainably managed by 2040, per the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act. 

“They need to have them quickly because we need to start implementing 
the plan,” Daniels said. 

 


