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By LisaMascaro
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON>> House Speaker Nancy Pelosi still
isn’t ready to impeach President Donald Trump.
Even after special counsel Robert Mueller es-

sentially called on Congress to pick up where his
investigation left off, Pelosi isn’t budging. Scores
of her Democratic lawmakers dowant to start im-
peachment proceedings. Outside groups say it’s
time. But Pelosi is carrying on as she has since
taking the speaker’s gavel in January, promising
the House will methodically pursue its investiga-
tions of Trump — wherever they lead.
This is Pelosi’s balancing act: toggling between

mounting pressure from other Democrats and
her own political instincts. She’s sticking with
her plans for a more measured, “ironclad” inves-

HOUSESPEAKER

To impeach or not?
Pelosi balances
competing calls

ByDebRiechmann
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON>> President Donald Trump angrily
assailed special counsel Robert Mueller’s mo-
tives on Thursday, a day after Mueller bluntly
rebuffed Trump’s repeated claims that the Rus-
sia investigation had cleared him of obstruct-
ing justice.
The president also offered mixed messages on

Russia’s efforts to help him defeat Democrat Hill-
ary Clinton in the 2016 campaign. Early in the
day, Trump tweeted he had “nothing to do with
Russia helpingme get elected.” That was the first
time he seemed to acknowledge that Russia tried
to help his campaign. Then on the White House
South Lawn, Trump told reporters: “Russia did
not help me get elected. You know who got me
elected? You know who got me elected? I got me
elected. Russia didn’t help me at all.”
Mueller’s report said Russia interfered in

the election in hopes of getting Trump elected,
but his findings and intelligence officials have

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION

Trump
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President angered
when special counsel
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A farm worker disks the ground as irrigation flows on a field along San Andreas Road on Thursday in an area that soon will
begin receiving recycled water from the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency.

Rep. Jimmy Panetta confers with Pajaro Valley Water
Management Agency General Manager Brian Lockwood
before Thursday’s event celebrating 10years of recycled
water deliveries to farmers by the agency.

By JessicaA. York
jyork@santacruzsentinel.com
@reporterjess on Twitter

WATSONVILLE >> When it
comes to farmers and gov-
ernment, water supply in
the Central Coast is at times
“fighting words.”
Dale Huss said that the

process of convincing coastal
growers to stop turning to
their own wells and start or-
dering delivery of recycled
water sold by Pajaro Valley
Water Agency a decade ago
took teamwork. Huss over-
sees artichoke production for
Castroville-basedOceanMist
Farms and led Pajaro Valley
Water Agency’s Projects and
Facility Operations Commit-
tee for more than 15 years.
“Mistrust is something

that’s a regular component
to ourselves and the govern-

ment. For this project to be
successful, we had to be on
the same page,” Huss told a
small gathering at the recy-
cling plant Thursday during
a celebration of the facili-
ty’s 10-year anniversary in-
cluding remarks from U.S.
Rep. Jimmy Panetta. “We’re
not just 8 to 4:30. We’re 8 to
5:30, 9:30 at night, around
the clock if we have to. Be-
cause, by the way, that let-
tuce doesn’t stop growing
on Memorial Day, those ar-
tichokes don’t stop growing
on Labor Day, those straw-
berries don’t stop growing
on whatever holiday we’re
talking about.”

Soil and Cents
The water agency has tar-

geted coastal farmers to
convert their water supply
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In a victory for tenant advo-
cates, the California Assembly
narrowly passed a statewide
rent-cap proposal. PAGE A4

HOUSING

California Assembly
passes rent-cap bill

A judge is deciding whether
to ensure Missouri’s only abor-
tion clinic can keep its license
past Friday. PAGE A9
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By Jill Colvin
andColleen Long
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> In a sur-
prise announcement that
could compromise a major
trade deal, President Donald
Trump announced Thurs-
day that he is slapping a 5%
tariff on allMexican imports

to pressure the country to
do more to crack down on
the surge of Central Ameri-
canmigrants trying to cross
the border.
He said the percentage

will gradually increase “un-
til the Illegal Immigration
problem is remedied.”
Trump made the an-

nouncement by tweet af-

ter telling reporters earlier
Thursday that he was plan-
ning “a major statement”
that would be his “biggest”
so far on the border.
“On June 10th, the United

Stateswill impose a 5%Tariff
on all goods coming into our
Country from Mexico, until
such time as illegal migrants
coming throughMexico, and

into our Country, STOP. The
Tariff will gradually increase
until the Illegal Immigra-
tion problem is remedied,”
he wrote, “at which time the
Tariffs will be removed.”
Trump has accused the

Mexican government of fail-
ing to do enough to crack
down on the surge of Cen-

IMPORTS

Trump hits Mexico with 5% tariff due to immigrants
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1889
Some 2,200people in
Johnstown, Pennsyl-
vania, perished when
the South Fork Dam
collapsed, sending 20
million tons of water
rushing through the
town.

1916
During World War I,
British and German
fleets fought the naval
Battle of Jutland off
Denmark; there was
no clear-cut victor,
although the British
suffered heavier losses.

1962
Former Nazi official
Adolf Eichmann was
hanged in Israel a few
minutes before mid-
night for his role in the
Holocaust.

1985
88people were killed,
more than 1,000injured,
when 41tornadoes
swept through parts
of Pennsylvania, Ohio,
New York and On-
tario, Canada, during an
8-hour period.

1994
The United States
announced it was no
longer aiming long-
range nuclear missiles
at targets in the former
Soviet Union.

2005
Breaking a silence of 30
years, former FBI official
W. Mark Felt stepped for-
ward as “Deep Throat,”
the secretWashington
Post source during the
Watergate scandal.

Birthdays
Actor-director Clint
Eastwood is 89. Actress
Lea Thompson is 58.
Rapper DMC is 55. Ac-
tress Brooke Shields is
54. Actor Colin Farrell is
43. Rapper Waka Flocka
Flame is 33.

TODAY IN HISTORY

‘Game of Thrones’
star checks into
wellness center
“Game of Thrones”
star Kit Harington has
checked into a wellness
retreat to work on what
his representative says
are “personal issues.”
A representative for
Harington said Tuesday
the British actor was
utilizing a post-”Game
of Thrones” break in
his schedule to spend
time at the facility. No
additional details were
released. Harington
played Jon Snow in
HBO’s widely popular
fantasy series “Game
of Thrones,” which
ended after eight sea-
sons this month. The
32-year-old actor is
married to his “Game of
Thrones” co-star Rose
Leslie.
— The Associated Press

Star report

WEDNESDAY’S
WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3Afternoon: 6, 7, 3
Daily 3Evening: 8, 0, 1
Daily 4: 2, 6, 8, 8
Fantasy 5:
1, 9, 17, 24, 37

DAILY DERBY
1st: 8, Gorgeous George
2nd: 1, Gold Rush
3rd: 10, Solid Gold
Race time: 1:42.98

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing:
1, 3, 18, 26, 41
Mega number: 8
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $49million

MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing:
9, 21, 34, 42, 50
Mega Number: 21
Today’s estimated
jackpot: $444million

POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing:
3, 32, 34, 42, 61
Powerball: 7
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot:$350million

LOTTERY

tral American migrants
who have been flowing to
the U.S in search of asylum
from countries including
El Salvador, Honduras and
Guatemala.
The announcement

comes as the adminis-
tration has been pushing
for passage of the United
States -Mex ico -Canada
Agreement that would up-
date the North American
Free Trade Agreement.
The White House said

Trump would be using the
International Emergency
Economic Powers Act to im-
plement the tariff.
“If the illegal migration

crisis is alleviated through
effective actions taken by

Mexico, to be determined
in our sole discretion and
judgment, the Tariffs will
be removed,” the White
House said in a statement.
But if Trump is not sat-

isfied, the 5% figure will
increase to 10% on July 1,
to 15% on Aug. 1, to 20%
on Sept. 1 and to 25% on
Oct. 1.
“Tariffs will permanently

remain at the 25 percent
level unless and until Mex-
ico substantially stops the
illegal inflow of aliens com-
ing through its territory,”
the statement read.
During a visit to Canada

on Thursday, Vice President
Mike Pence vowed the deal
would be passed this year.
“Our administration is

working earnestly with
leaders in the Congress of
the United States to ap-
prove the USMCA this sum-

mer,” he said. Asked by re-
porters about the new tar-
iff consideration, Pence said
that both Mexico and Con-
gress need to do more and
that Trump is determined
to use his authority to call
on them to do so.
Trump had said Thurs-

day morning that he was
planning “a major state-
ment on the border” later
Thursday or Friday that
would be his “biggest state-
ment, so far, on the border.”
“This is a big-league

statement. But we are go-
ing to do something very
dramatic on the border,
because people are com-
ing into our country — the
Democrats will not give us
laws,” he said as he headed
to a commencement
speech for 2019 United
States Air Force Academy
graduates.

Immigrants
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in order to lessen the im-
pact of the region pulling
more water from its un-
derground aquifers than is
naturally returning to the
ground. When groundwa-
ter levels along the coast re-
main higher than previous
trends, the fresh water cre-
ates a “hydrostatic barrier”
against seawater intrusion
into the drinking supply.
Growers had to decide if

changing their water supply
made “agronomic sense,”
Huss said.
“So, we needed to make

sure that this water was
safe for overhead irrigation
on our vegetable crops, but
also that it was safe for our
workers,” Huss said. “And
all that’s been accomplished
because of the hard work
of everyone sitting here to-
day.”
The city of Watsonville

and the water agency joined
efforts to open the Watson-
ville Area Water Recycling
Facility in 2009, two years
after first breaking ground
on the Clearwater Lane fa-
cility. The facility now sup-
plies about 5,000 acre feet

a year of irrigation water,
mixed with fresh water, to
the local agricultural in-
dustry, giving wastewater
from the neighboring wa-
ter treatment plant a third
or tertiary level of clean-
ing, rather than piping it
all out into Monterey Bay.
An acre foot of water water
is approximately equal to a
foot of water spread across
a football field.
The water recycling fa-

cility provided a record 1.7
billion gallons of water in
2018 and demand regularly
exceeds supply during the
summer irrigation season,
according to water agency
officials. Last year, the wa-
ter agency unveiled its new
1.5-million-gallon recycled
water storage tank, increas-
ing storage to 2.5 million
gallons and easing opera-
tional limitations on water
delivery.

Model for County,
State

Santa Cruz County Su-
pervisor Zach Friend, who
represents parts of Watson-
ville and areas north, com-
mended water agency em-
ployees who are setting the
stage for conservation and
sustainability for both the

county and state in the fac-
ing of climate change and
continuing development.
Friend said water cus-

tomers in areas such as
the nearby Soquel Wa-
ter District are continu-
ing to debate the merits
of recycled water use. In
Soquel Creek Water Dis-
trict, where elected lead-
ers have approved a project
to build separate compo-
nents of an advanced puri-
fication treatment plant at
the Santa Cruz Wastewater
Treatment Plant and in Live
Oak, recycled water would
be piped into the ground to
replenish groundwater sup-
plies, rather than limited to
agricultural irrigation.
“The fears that were

down here that were ex-
pressed by the growers
when we first came into
office were the exact same
that I’m hearing in Soquel
Creek,” Friend said after the
event. “So, I could consider
it a model that could be
used. I’ve got people in my
district that are eating pro-
duce from something that
they’re also fearing drink-
ing water from, and not see-
ing the correlation.”

Contact reporter Jessica A.
York at 831-706-3264.

Water
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stopped short of saying
the efforts contributed to
Trump’s victory.
Trump’s 20-minute

eruption underscored
that he remains deeply
distressed over the probe
that has shadowed his
presidency for nearly two
years, even after Mueller
announced his resigna-
tion and the closure of his
office. Democrats aremull-
ing the possibility of im-
peachment proceedings.
Trump insisted that he’s

been tough on Russia and
that Moscow would have
preferred Clinton as pres-
ident. But that’s not what
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has said. When
asked last year in Helsinki
whether he wanted Trump
to become president, Putin
replied: “Yes, I did.”
On Wednesday, Muel-

ler, in his first public re-
marks on the Russia in-
vestigation, pointedly re-
jected Trump’s claims
— repeated almost daily —
that the special counsel’s
investigation cleared him
of criminal activity and
was a “witch hunt.” Muel-
ler emphasized that he had
not exonerated Trump on
the question of whether he
obstructed justice, but said
charging Trump with any
crime was “not an option”
because of Justice Depart-
ment rules.
“If we had had confi-

dence that the president
clearly did not commit a
crime, we would have said
so,” Mueller declared.

Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr, however, said
Mueller could have reached
a decision on whether
Trump obstructed justice.
Barr said in an interview
with “CBS This Morning”
that though Justice De-
partment rules prevent
the indictment of a sitting
president, Mueller none-
theless could have decided
whether Trump had com-
mitted a crime.
Trump repeated his

baseless claims that Muel-
ler is “conflicted,” con-
tending that Mueller, who
served as FBI director un-
der President George W.
Bush, wanted his old job
back, but that he had told
him no. He said Muel-
ler, a Republican, was “a
true never Trumper” and
“didn’t get a job that he
wanted very badly.”
Mueller had been con-

sidered for the FBI director
position shortly before be-
ing named as special coun-
sel. But then-White House
chief strategist Steve Ban-
non has said that while the
White House had invited
Mueller to speak to the
president about the FBI
and thought about ask-
ing him to become direc-
tor again, Mueller did not
come in looking for a job.
Trump also said Muel-

ler should have investi-
gated law enforcement of-
ficials who the president
claims tried to undermine
him. Mueller’s mandate,
however, was to investi-
gate Russian election in-
terference, possible coor-
dination with the Trump
campaign and any ob-
struction of that investi-
gation.

Trump
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tigation that makes it clear
to Americans the choices
ahead. It’s uncharted ter-
ritory for the speaker, and
this Congress, with both
high risks and possible re-
wards ahead of the 2020
election.
Trump declared his own

challenge on Thursday .
He called impeachment
a “dirty, filthy, disgust-
ing word” and said courts
would never allow it.
“Many constituents

want to impeach the presi-
dent,” Pelosi acknowledged
shortly after Mueller’s re-
marks Wednesday. “But we
want to dowhat is right and
what gets results.”
Her calculus is politi-

cal as well as practical,
knowing that even if Dem-
ocrats in the House have
the votes to approve arti-
cles of impeachment, the
Republican majority in the
Senate is hardly likely to
vote to convict him. Opin-
ion polling does not fa-
vor impeachment, and a
full-blown but failed ef-
fort might well help the
president win re-election.
Rather than go it alone,
she is urging Democrats to
build the case so the pub-
lic is with them, whatever
they decide.
“Nothing is off the table,”

Pelosi said, “but we do want
to make such a compelling
case, such an ironclad case.”
It has been this way for

weeks. As more and more
Democratic lawmakers —
and presidential candi-
dates — call for impeach-
ment proceedings, Pelosi
is urging restraint. Those
around her say she’s feel-
ing no pressure.
On Wednesday, many

Democrats took Mueller’s
words as an invitation to
impeach.
Mueller told the coun-

try, as he said in his 448-
page report lastmonth, that
while charging the presi-
dent with obstructing jus-
tice was “not an option” un-
der Department of Justice
guidelines, he also did not
exonerate Trump.
Instead, Mueller said,

“the Constitution requires
a process other than the
criminal justice system to
formally accuse a sitting
President of wrongdoing.”

Without saying the word,
Mueller was pointing to im-
peachment.
More presidential hope-

fuls — Cory Booker, Kirsten
Gillibrand and John Hick-
enlooper — quickly called
for impeachment proceed-
ings. Half the Democrats on
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee want an inquiry.
And dozens of other House
Democrats, not just the lib-
eral left flank, are on board.
At a town hall meeting

that night, Rep. Pramila
Jayapal told voters in Se-
attle, said the road ahead
“weighs on me.” She is
among those who want for-
mal impeachment proceed-
ings.
“Not everybody in the

caucus is there yet, that is
why Speaker Pelosi has a
difficult role and she has
been trying to figure out
exactly how we will move
forward,” she told the audi-
ence. “The more the presi-
dent obstructed justice ...
the more certain we are go-
ing to be headed in a direc-
tion that I think many of us
have already come out for—
and that is an impeachment
inquiry.”
More joined Thursday,

including Rep. Greg Stan-
ton, a freshman congress-
man from Arizona who
said, “This conclusion will
be unpopular with some,
but it is the right thing to
do.”
At a town hall in Hen-

derson, Nevada, presiden-
tial hopeful Bernie Sand-

ers, who favors impeach-
ment, said, “Nancy Pelosi
does not have an easy job.”
But this isn’t entirely new

for her.
She witnessed the ef-

forts to impeach Richard
Nixon and Bill Clinton and,
as speaker a decade ago,
tamped down cries to im-
peach George W. Bush over
the Iraq War.
Also, the voices for im-

peachment make up just a
slim fraction of the broader
Democratic majority in the
House. Many of the others
represent more conserva-
tive districts and face re-
election where Trump has
significant support.
Back home during a visit

to a supermarket in Peoria,
Illinois, Rep. Cheri Bustos
fielded questions on health
care and other issues, an
aide said — but impeach-
ment didn’t come up.
Most of Pelosi’s top lieu-

tenants are following her
lead.
Rep. Adam Schiff, chair-

man of the House intel-
ligence committee, said
Thursday in California he’s
not urging impeachment
yet, “though the president
seems to be doing every-
thing in his power to get
me there.”
Schiff warned that im-

peachment is not a “cure
all.” He said, “Impeachment
doesn’t remove this presi-
dent. There is only one way
to remove this president,
and that’s by voting him
out of office.”

Pelosi
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EVAN VUCCI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump talks with reporters before
departing on Marine One for the Air Force Academy
graduation ceremony Thursday in Washington.

MATT SLOCUM— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during
a panel discussion at Delaware County Community College
in Media, Pa.
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