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PV WATER CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF RECYCLED WATER 
DELIVERIES TO COASTAL FARMERS 

PV Water has provided more than 14 billion gallons of water to growers 
since 2009 as an alternative to groundwater pumping in areas affected by 

seawater intrusion 
  

Watsonville, CA – The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is 
celebrated 10 years of delivering recycled water to coastal growers during a special 
event Thursday, May 30.  
 
Owned and operated in collaboration with the City of Watsonville, the Watsonville Area 
Water Recycling Facility treats wastewater to tertiary standards, creating a safe and 
reliable supply of irrigation water for edible crops. The use of recycled water — in 
addition to the Agency’s other supplemental water supplies — reduces groundwater 
pumping and slows seawater intrusion in the Pajaro Valley. 
 
PV Water has provided more than 14 billion gallons of supplemental irrigation water to 
coastal growers since water deliveries began in 2002. When recycled water deliveries 
were added in 2009, the delivered water service area had increased to approximately 
5,000 acres of coastal farmland, the majority of which was experiencing seawater 
intrusion.  
 
Recently, PV Water expanded recycled water storage, improved distribution pumps and 
reconfigured Blend Well pipelines to increase deliveries of supplemental water to 
growers. These improvements add reliability, improve efficiency and increase quality 
while helping reduce groundwater pumping in coastal areas most affected by seawater 
intrusion. To fund these projects, the City and PV Water have had great success in 
winning competitive grants and acquiring low-interest loans from State and Federal 
agencies. 
 
“We are proud of our collaborative successes. Providing supplemental water to local 
growers makes a significant, positive impact on our groundwater basin while helping 
keep the agro-economy vibrant,” said Brian Lockwood, PV Water General Manager. 
“We are working together to achieve a sustainable groundwater basin.” 
 
Groundwater is the primary water source in the Pajaro Valley, accounting for 
approximately 95 percent of the total water supply. For many decades, groundwater 
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pumping exceeded recharge, leading to an overdraft condition. Chronic overdraft has 
led to groundwater storage depletion and groundwater quality degradation, particularly 
because of seawater intrusion. These negative impacts threaten the long-term viability 
of the Pajaro Valley’s groundwater supply.  
 
With the mandate to achieve a sustainable groundwater basin, PV Water is developing 
environmental impact reports that consider the potential benefits and costs to utilize 
local surface water supplies such as College Lake and the Watsonville Slough System. 
In addition to developing new water supplies, PV Water is funding a conservation 
program developed to help both agricultural and residential water users reduce water 
use.  
 
MILESTONES FOR WATER DELIVERY PROGRAM 
2002 — Water deliveries begin via the new Coastal Distribution System, with 
supplemental water produced from the Harkins Slough Recharge and Recovery Facility 
2006 — Coastal Distribution System expansion  
2009 — City of Watsonville & PV Water complete the Recycled Water Facility, Recycled 
Water production commences 
2016 — Coastal Distribution Pipeline expansion 
2017 — 1.5-million-gallon storage tank and distribution pump efficiency improvements 
added at the Recycled Water Facility 
2018 — Record supplemental water deliveries almost 1.7 billion gallons 
 
 
ABOUT THE PAJARO VALLEY WATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water 
management district formed to efficiently and economically manage existing and 
supplemental water supplies in order to prevent further increase in, and to accomplish 
continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. The agency also works to provide and 
ensure sufficient water supplies for present and future anticipated needs within its 
boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro Valley. For more information, visit 
www.pvwater.org or www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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