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PV WATER PARTNERS WITH USGS FOR PAJARO RIVER STUDIES 

 
Watsonville, CA — The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is 
proud to announce two new stream-gaging stations on the Pajaro River.  
 
The new gaging stations, a partnership with the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS), will provide valuable data about streamflow infiltration, groundwater 
recharge, and could be used to support future studies concerning groundwater-
dependent ecosystems. 
 
The first gaging station at the Main Street Bridge provides publicly available data of 
Pajaro River height, or river level, and discharge, or flow rates. The gage at Murphy 
Crossing will help PV Water and USGS measure the amount of river water that 
recharges the groundwater basin. High rates of groundwater recharge are known to 
occur within the reach of the Pajaro River between Chittenden Gap, which already 
has a USGS gaging station, and Murphy Crossing.  
 
“The new data will be incorporated into the Pajaro Valley Hydrologic Model (PVHM), 
a water resources management planning tool, currently being updated and refined in 
partnership with the USGS,” said Casey Meusel, associate hydrologist with PV 
Water. “The PVHM will benefit from new data sources, as it will improve the accuracy 
of the model, which will better inform decision makers at PV Water.” 
 
 
ABOUT PV Water 
PV Water is a state-chartered water management agency formed to efficiently and 
economically manage existing and supplemental water supplies in order to prevent 
further increase in and to accomplish the continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. 
PV Water also works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for present and 
future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 
Valley. For more information, visit www.pvwater.org or 
https://www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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A USGS staff: Tyler Nakamura and Trevor Oniel work to install gages at Main Street 
Bridge 
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