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PV WATER PUBLISHES DRAFT EIR FOR COLLEGE LAKE PROJECT 
 

The proposed College Lake Integrated Resources Management Project, part of the 
Basin Management Plan would utilize surface water to reduce groundwater overdraft 

and seawater intrusion. 
 
Watsonville, CA – PV Water has published its Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the College Lake Integrated Resources Management Project.  
 
The proposed College Lake Integrated Resources Management Project is part of the 
Basin Management Plan, which addresses groundwater over-pumping in the Pajaro 
Valley and was developed with the help of stakeholders to help ensure the future of 
local water resources and the agricultural economy.   
 
“The publication of the Draft EIR is very exciting” Amy Newell, PV Water board chair, 
said. “Given the requirements of SGMA, it is important we demonstrate continued 
progress toward achieving a sustainble groundwater basin. This project would utilize 
locally available surface water to reduce groundwater extractions while helping to 
keeping farming viable. I hope that our community and stakeholders will review the Draft 
EIR and provide feedback to the Board of Directors.” 
 
The College Lake project is one of several existing and proposed projects to achieve 
sustainable water resources, required by the state under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SMGA). The SGMA requires critically overdrafted basins, including 
Pajaro Valley, to become sustainable by 2040. In order to reach sustainability, the 
Pajaro Valley on average needs to offset 12,100-acre feet of groundwater production. 
Existing water supply facilities are already having a positive impact, and conservation 
programs are helping residents and farmers to save water.   
 
The proposed College Lake project fits into the current PV Water infrastructure as the 
largest proposed new project to add supply to the Coastal Distribution System, a 21-
mile pipeline that delivers water to 5,000 acres of coastal farms in the area most 
impacted by seawater intrusion and reduces the growers’ need to pump water in this 
zone. This proposed project would provide additional irrigation water by redistributing 
high-quality surface water, strengthening the ongoing battle with seawater intrusion and 
overdraft, while maintaining enough stream flow to maintain fish passage. 
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The public is invited to submit comments on the DEIR through June 7, 2019, at 5 p.m. 
The DEIR is available for review at the following locations: City of Watsonville libraries, 
Monterey County Library, Pajaro Branch Library and at pvwater.org/college-lake-project.  
 
PV Water will be holding two public meetings on May 1 to discuss and receive 
comments on the DEIR. The meetings will be held in the Community Room, City of 
Watsonville Plaza, 275 Main Street, Fourth Floor, Watsonville at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.   
  
 
ABOUT PV WATER 
PV Water is a state-chartered water management agency formed to efficiently and 
economically manage existing and supplemental water supplies in order to prevent 
further increase in and to accomplish the continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. 
PV Water also works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for present and 
future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 
Valley. For more information, visit www.pvwater.org or 
https://www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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Caption: General Manager Brian Lockwood addresses a crowd at a College Lake workshop.  
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