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PV Water Advances Critical Water Supply Project 
 

Watsonville, CA- The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) Board of Directors 

(Board) took action to advance the College Lake Integrated Resources Management Project (College 

Lake Project), a critical water supply project, by approving agreements with two engineering firms to 

develop final designs for the future facility. The action shows the Board’s continued support for the 

project and for sustainability of the Pajaro Valley’s groundwater resources. In July, PV Water 

submitted a proposal for a $10 million State Water Resources Control Board Storm Water grant in 

support of this project.  

The College Lake Project is a key part of the stakeholder driven plan to achieve sustainable 

groundwater resources by 2040. “The successful implementation of the College Lake Project is 

crucial for the future success and prosperity of the Pajaro Valley. Without this project, all other options 

would devastate our agricultural economy, and would make achieving groundwater sustainability 

significantly more painful,” said Board Chair, Amy Newell. 

During an average year, the Pajaro Valley collectively pumps more groundwater than rain and 

streams are able to recharge into our basin: a condition that has led to long-term groundwater 

overdraft and the intrusion of seawater into our freshwater aquifers. The College Lake Project would 

provide an average of 2,100 acre-feet* per year of surface water, offsetting this amount of 

groundwater pumping. The College Lake Project would use rainfall runoff to replace a portion of 

groundwater pumping in the area most affected by seawater intrusion.  Valley-wide, more than 90% 

of the basin’s water demand is met through groundwater.  

The College Lake Project, along with PV Water’s conservation program, a proposed managed 

aquifer recharge and recovery project, and existing water supply facilities, make up the stakeholder-

based solution to solve the problems of groundwater overdraft, seawater intrusion and achieve 

groundwater sustainability. Chair Newell concluded, “The Pajaro Valley must continue making 

progress toward reducing groundwater pumping, otherwise we risk losing local control of our water 

resources to the state.”   

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water management 

district formed to efficiently and economically manage existing and supplemental water supplies in 

order to prevent further increase in, and to accomplish continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. 

The agency also works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for present and future 

anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro Valley. For more 

information, visit www.pvwater.org or www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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