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May is Water Awareness Month 
 

Watsonville, CA – April 21, 2021, with the Pajaro Valley experiencing severe drought, 
the PV Water Board of Directors declared May “Water Awareness Month.”  The Pajaro 
Valley groundwater basin remains in a long-term state of groundwater overdraft, which 
is why water awareness and water conservation need to become a part of our ethos. 
With little rain received this winter, putting even greater demands on groundwater it is 
important that conservation of groundwater is on everyone’s agenda.   
 

 
An analysis of groundwater data from fall 2020 indicated approximately 27,400 acres, or 
about 38% of the groundwater basin had groundwater elevations at or below sea level. 
This is an improvement compared to conditions during the peak of the last drought in 
2015, when approximately 45,100 acres or nearly 65% of the Valley’s groundwater 
elevations were at or below sea level. Seawater intrusion has the potential to occur 
when water levels are at or below mean sea level. This is why it’s important that the 
Valley continue making progress toward ending overdraft through reducing groundwater 
use. With the unanimous passage of Resolution 2021-08, the board urges all to make 
water conservation a way of life. 
 
In addition to the proclamation and an expanded, three year $1.2 Million agricultural 
conservation program that is innovating and growing, PV Water is moving forward with 
new projects designed to decrease the demand for groundwater and increase 
alternative supplies in keeping with the mission of eliminating overdraft and seawater 
intrusion, while not negatively impacting the economy.  
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PV Water is a state-chartered water management agency formed to efficiently and 
economically manage existing and supplemental water supplies in order to prevent 
further increase in and to accomplish the continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. 
PV Water also works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for present and 
future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 
Valley. For more information, visit www.pvwater.org or 
https://www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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