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PV Water Adopts Adaptive Management Plan 
2022 for Upcoming College Lake Project 

 

Watsonville, CA- January 19, 2022: The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 

Board of Directors unanimously adopted the Adaptive Management Plan 2022 (AMP) and 

achieved a milestone in its commitment to manage College Lake under future College Lake 

Integrated Resources Management Project conditions. The adoption of the AMP satisfies two 

mitigation measures included in the Environmental Impact Report for the Project, and satisfies 

one of the terms and conditions included in the water right permit for the project, which the 

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) approved on December 7, 2021. In 

its adoption of the AMP, the Board expressed gratitude for the 13 members of the Ad Hoc 

Adaptive Management Plan Committee who, over the course of 2021, spent significant time 

reviewing studies and early drafts of the AMP, and providing input that added to and shaped 

the final document.  

During public comment for the AMP, Michael Guth, chairman of the Ventana Chapter of 

the Sierra Club stated that, “the [AMP development] process provided a model of open and 

responsive government, public accountability, and community cooperation, and that PV Water 

put in the hard work to accomplish this AMP.” Director Bob Culbertson, who served on the Ad 

Hoc AMP Committee thanked the members of the Committee and members of the public who 

got involved, along with the active participation of the California Department of Water 

Resources and the NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service.    

Adaptive management is an organized process that allows action under uncertain 

conditions based on the best available science and information, closely monitoring and 

evaluating outcomes, and then re-evaluating and adjusting decisions as more information is 

collected. The purpose of this AMP is to provide an adaptive management framework, 

including metrics, triggers, and management actions, to guide operations and maintenance of 

the College Lake Project, and to mitigate negative impacts to the lake ecosystem. 

The adopted AMP comes a month after the State Water Board approved PV Water’s 

water right application for the College Lake Project. The approval, means that PV Water will be 

permitted to divert and utilize up to 3,000 acre-feet1 of water per year to help eliminate 

                                                           
1 An acre-foot is equal to 325,851 gallons, or one foot of water covering an acre of land.  
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groundwater overdraft and seawater intrusion.  Both the water right approval and AMP 

adoption mark major milestones in the implementation of the College Lake Project, and 

ultimately in achieving sustainable groundwater resources by 2040.  

The College Lake Project will provide an average 1,800 to 2,300 acre-feet per year of 

surface water, offsetting that amount of groundwater pumping. Groundwater accounts for more 

than 90% of water demand in the Pajaro Valley. PV Water will use water from College Lake to 

supplement existing water supplies to help reduce the average annual 12,100 acre-foot 

groundwater deficit.  

 

College Lake, with Kelly Lake in background.  

 The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water 

management district formed to efficiently and economically manage existing and supplemental 

water supplies in order to prevent further increase in, and to accomplish continuing reduction 

of, long-term overdraft. PV Water works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for 

present and future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 

Valley. For more information, visit www.pvwater.org or www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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