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Get To Know Groundwater During Groundwater 
Awareness Week 

 
Watsonville, CA. – The National Ground Water Association (NGWA) and The 
Groundwater Foundation have announced that Groundwater Awareness 
Week (GWAW) is taking place March 6-12, 2022. GWAW was established in 1999 to 
highlight the responsible development, management, and use of groundwater and to 
celebrate local groundwater efforts across the country.  
 
Groundwater is a critical component of California’s water supply, accounting for 40 
percent in a normal year and up to 60 percent during dry conditions. Groundwater is 
even more essential in the Pajaro Valley, where it is relied on to meet over 90% of our 
water demands. Groundwater serves as a resource for many different industries and 
uses, including farms, urban and rural communities, and ecosystems across the state.  
 
Amy Newell, Chair of the PV Water Board of Directors, remarked on the importance of 
groundwater to the Pajaro Valley. “Pajaro Valley residents and business rely on 
groundwater to meet the vast majority of their water needs, whether they know it or not.   
As the Pajaro Valley is not connected to the larger state and federal water supply 
projects, we are developing local solutions to achieve sustainable groundwater 
resources.” 
 
As we begin a third dry year, following 2021 that was the second driest year on record 
(statewide), understanding groundwater conditions and managing groundwater is 
crucial for future generations’. To help ensure long-term sustainable groundwater 
conditions, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014 set forth a 
statewide regulatory framework for improving the management of our critical 
groundwater resources. SGMA required the formation of local groundwater 
sustainability agencies (GSAs), PV Water declared as a GSA in 2015. GSAs throughout 
the state must develop and implement groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) to 
manage their local groundwater basins; PV Water has an accepted GSP and has 
submitted a five-year update to its GSP, named the Groundwater Sustainability Update 
2022 or GSU22.  
 
Follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater ), Twitter (@PV_Water) 
or Instagram (@pajarovalleywater), and visit our website: pvwater.org. For more 
statewide information, visit the California Department of Water Resources SGMA 
website, interactive groundwater StoryMap, and view this educational groundwater 
video. 

mailto:lockwood@pvwater.org
mailto:lockwood@pvwater.org
https://www.pvwater.org/sustainable-gw-committee
https://www.pvwater.org/sustainable-gw-committee
http://www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater
http://www.pvwater.org/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ff075c25b77e4b1d95ce86a82bf0fe96
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtr07_bZKlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vtr07_bZKlg


### 
 

Additional Resources regarding GSAs 
 

Public Awareness Library 
 Groundwater: California’s Vital Resource - Video in English, Spanish,  
 Groundwater: Understanding and Managing this Vital Resource – Interactive 

Story Map to help expand public awareness  
 SGMA website - Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 

 
National Groundwater Awareness Week: 
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