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May is Water Awareness Month  
 

Watsonville, CA- April 20, 2022 — California is experiencing severe to extreme drought 

conditions, and likewise the Pajaro Valley is also experiencing severe drought conditions. At its 

April meeting, the Pajaro Valley Water Board of Directors declared May “Water Awareness 

Month” and is taking steps to encourage water users to be more water efficient. To help 

achieve this goal, PV Water offers rebates for water conservation measures at home and on 

the farm. Visit pvwater.org for details! 

In declaring May Water Awareness Month, the Board showed its support for Governor 

Newsom’s Executive Order regarding drought conditions by asking all water users to reduce 

water use by 15% compared to 2020.  

 

Cindy Scott, Pajaro Valley resident, next to her rebated rainwater catchment tank. 

In a related action on April 20, the Board voted to increase its support of water conservation 

programs for both residential and agricultural water users. As a result, Rainwater Catchment 

and Laundry to Landscape rebates for Pajaro Valley residents are now higher, meaning 

customers can save more money while helping to conserve water. These increases add to the 

$1.2 million commitment PV Water made in 2020 for a three-year conservation assistance 
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program for farmers administered through partners at the Resource Conservation District of 

Santa Cruz County. 

The chronic groundwater overdraft and seawater intrusion, which inspired the formation of PV 

Water in 1984, continues as rainfall and recharge rates remain lower on average than 

groundwater pumping, creating conditions that allow seawater to intrude into our freshwater 

aquifers.  Groundwater levels dropped below sea level throughout much of the Pajaro Valley in 

fall 2021. With more than 90% of water demand in the Pajaro Valley supplied by groundwater, 

it is essential that groundwater use be reduced to preserve the freshwater resources for future 

uses. The Pajaro Valley is not connected to the large federal and state water supply projects 

and relies on local surface and groundwater supplies to meet all demands.  

 

ABOUT PV WATER 

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water 

management district, and a Groundwater Sustainability Agency, formed to efficiently and 

economically manage existing and supplemental water supplies in order to prevent further 

increase in, and to accomplish continuing reduction of, long-term overdraft. PV Water works to 

provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for present and future anticipated needs within its 

boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro Valley. For more information, visit 

www.pvwater.org or www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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