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PV Water Board of Directors Sends 
Managed Aquifer Recharge & Recovery 

Project to Design Phase  
 

Watsonville, CA (Sept. 21, 2022) - The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) 

Board of Directors approved design and bid period services agreements for the Watsonville 

Slough System Managed Aquifer Recharge and Recovery Project (WSS-MARR). The purpose 

of the Project is to reduce groundwater production and stop seawater intrusion by enhancing 

PV Water’s managed aquifer recharge and recovery capabilities. Over the last two decades,   

the Harkins Slough Recharge Basin, which was one of PV Water’s first projects, has diverted 

and infiltrated over 10,000 acre-feet of Harkins Slough water under an existing water right.  

Goals of this project include increasing the volume of water recharged annually and increasing 

the annual yield by 1,200 acre-feet per year. 

The Project will utilize the shallow aquifers of the San Andreas Terrace as an underground 

reservoir for surface water. The shallow aquifer of the San Andreas Terrace overly the critically 

overdrafted aquifers of the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin and serve as a useful location for 

short-term storage of surface water.  The Project will both enhance groundwater recharge, 

especially during the winter months when surface water tends to be most available, and the 

recovery of recharged water for use as supplemental irrigation water to offset groundwater 

pumping.  To enhance recharge supply, a new intake and pumping facility will be located in 

and adjacent to Struve Slough. Water from Struve Slough will be pumped to an existing 22-

year-old filtration facility adjacent to Harkins Slough that will be improved as part of the project.  

From there, water will be pumped to an existing 7-acre recharge basin, and a new basin to be 

constructed as a component of the project.  Water levels and quality within the aquifer system 

will be tracked by up to 10 new monitoring wells, and up to 10 new production wells, for 

recovering water from the underground reservoir throughout the year, to offset production of 

groundwater from the Basin’s critically overdrafted aquifers. 

In support of the Project, staff filed a water right application with the State Water Resources 

Control Board for up to 4,000-acre feet in September 2020. The following January, the PV 

Water Board certified the WSS-MARR Final EIR following a public review process.  PV Water 

staff are actively monitoring and pursuing funding opportunities, including grants and low 

interest loans. 
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This Project, along with PV Water’s existing projects and programs, aims to achieve 

sustainable groundwater resources by 2040.   

 

 

Watsonville Slough System with Point of Diversion 

ABOUT PV WATER  

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water 

management district formed to efficiently and economically manage existing and supplemental 

water supplies in order to prevent further increase in, and to accomplish continuing reduction 

of, long-term overdraft. PV Water works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for 

present and future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 

Valley. For more information, visit www.pvwater.org or www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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