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PV Water Approves Contracts to Build the 
College Lake Project  

 

The College Lake Project will Provide a New Source of Water for the  

Critically Overdrafted Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin  

 

Watsonville, CA —The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) Board of 

Directors approved contracts to construct the College Lake Integrated Resources Management 

Project during a special meeting on February 1. Before the vote, Vice-Chair, Stephen Rider, 

commented, “After 30 years it’s nice that this project is coming to realization.” Director and 

previous General Manager, Mary Bannister, added, “I could not be more thrilled for this project; 

I look forward to the day we cut the ribbon!” The Board awarded two contracts during its 

meeting, both to Mountain Cascade, Inc., which submitted the lowest responsive bid for each 

project component: the College Lake Water Treatment Plant and Intake Facilities Project in an 

amount of $44,989,854, and for the construction of the College Lake Pipeline Project in an 

amount of $23,707,310. Construction is anticipated to begin this spring and take 22 months. 

The Board also approved agreements for construction management services, environmental 

monitoring and permit compliance services, and engineering services during construction. 

 “This is such a momentous day, I can hardly stand it! We don’t say enough about the work of 

our General Manager, Brian Lockwood, just fabulous, and let’s not forget about Mary 

Bannister, whose time as General Manager helped to lay the groundwork for this project,” 

remarked Board Chair, Amy Newell. Director and Santa Cruz County Farm Bureau Past-

President Tom Broz added, “This is a really important time to spearhead a project like this, and 

pointing to the future, this is a really important project that the community can stand behind. 

There will be challenges, but we have a great team to see this through and execute 

construction.” Brian Lockwood agreed that the team is great and remarked that PV Water’s 

staff is its greatest asset. 

The College Lake Project will provide a new source of much-needed water to the critically 

overdrafted groundwater basin of the Pajaro Valley. The Project will also improve fish passage 

and bypass flows for the endangered South-central California coast steelhead. Once 

completed, the Project will provide the largest new source of water in the Pajaro Valley since 
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the completion of PV Water’s Watsonville Area Water Recycling Facility in 2009, operated in 

conjunction with the City of Watsonville.  

The College Lake Pipeline Project will construct a 6-mile, 30-inch water main to transport 

treated water from the College Lake facility to over 5,000 acres of farmland via the Coastal 

Distribution System, 22-miles of pipelines currently delivering supplemental water (including 

recycled water) to farms along the coast to preserve the groundwater resources of the Pajaro 

Valley.  The College Lake Project Guide, available at: 

https://www.pvwater.org/images/projects/College_Lake/PVW_College_Lake_Guide.pdf, 

provides images and details of the entire Project.  

PROJECT IMPORTANCE 

The College Lake Project is PV Water’s top priority project in its community-developed and 

state-approved Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Alternative. The primary purposes of 

the College Lake Project are to help balance the groundwater basin, prevent further seawater 

intrusion, and meet the water supply needs of the Pajaro Valley by developing College Lake as 

a water storage and supply source. Development of the project provides relief for the 

overdrafted Pajaro Valley basin by reducing the need to pump water from groundwater wells. 

Groundwater accounts for more than 90% of water use in the Pajaro Valley Basin. Throughout 

the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin, groundwater levels are overdrafted, meaning they are 

below sea level because of long-term unsustainable pumping of the groundwater aquifer. 

Overdraft conditions result in seawater intrusion, groundwater quality degradation and 

groundwater storage depletion.  

The College Lake Project will add a significant and consistent source of water to PV Water’s 

supplemental water supply network, which will help to protect the freshwater resources that all 

water users rely on in the Pajaro Valley. The College Lake Project is an essential component 

to achieve sustainable groundwater resources in the critically overdrafted basin. PV Water will 

use water from College Lake to leverage existing water infrastructure, which will help reduce 

the annual groundwater deficit of approximately 12,000 acre-feet per year. (An acre-foot is 

equal to 325,851 gallons, or one foot of water covering an acre of land.)  
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College Lake, with Kelly Lake in background.  

 

ABOUT PV WATER  

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PV Water) is a state-chartered water 

management district formed to efficiently and economically manage existing and supplemental 

water supplies in order to prevent further increase in, and to accomplish continuing reduction 

of, long-term overdraft. PV Water works to provide and ensure sufficient water supplies for 

present and future anticipated needs within its boundaries, generally the greater coastal Pajaro 

Valley. For more information and to follow construction progress, visit www.pvwater.org or 

www.facebook.com/PajaroValleyWater.  
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