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Conservation,
a rising star….. Again
“Aggressive Conservation will play an
important part at mitigating the need for
Expensive Projects.” The Basin Management Plan Committee has asked their
consultant team of ESA/Carollo to elevate
the role of technology aided conservation
in helping solve the sea water intrusion
problem.
One of the latest examples of technology already being considered by area
growers involves the use of wireless soil
probes and a valley-wide communication
network. The Hortau and other similar
systems allow growers to precisely manage their irrigation in real time. The use of
these systems has been shown to save
significantly on water use.
If conservation systems like this gain
wide acceptance it could easily mean an
expensive project will not have to be
built. And more importantly, not have to
be funded by an increase in fees.

A springtime view of College Lake with Our Lady Help of Christians church in the background

College Lake to benefit from PVWMA grant
It gets bigger in the fall and smaller in the spring and serves a myriad of very
important uses. College Lake is located just off East Lake Avenue (aka Highway
152) a mile northeast of Watsonville. This relatively small but important body of
water is about to get the attention it deserves thanks to a grant secured by the
Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA).
College Lake is a naturally occurring seasonal lake that receives surface water
inflow from several area streams. Outflows from the lake naturally flow downstream to Salsipuedes Creek which flows into the Pajaro River and ultimately into
the Monterey Bay. In the spring, the lake basin is typically pumped dry to allow
farming to take place during the summer months. This practice continues today
and a majority of the lakebed is used for row crops including vegetables, strawberries, flowers, raspberries, and grapes.
The $370,090 PVWMA grant will provide the information needed to ensure the
future health of the lake and balance its uses. The Santa Cruz County Resources
Conservation District will direct and oversee the work which will compile and summarize efforts underway by a variety of interests. Initial studies show that there are
good opportunities for restoration of wetland and riparian habitat in the College
Lake area, in conjunction with water storage facilities and other amenities such as
a trail system. Benefits could include:
• Improving water quality
• Flood flow attenuation
• Wildlife habitat enhancement
• Restoration of historical wetlands and riparian habitat
• Creation of aesthetic and recreation areas
• Research and environmental education
• Water storage and supply
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Bottled Water
In the mid 70’s we Americans drank
on average 1.6 gallons of bottled water
a year. Within the last five years bottled
water consumption topped 30 gallons
each year. Bottled water is convenient
but that convenience comes with a big
price tag.
The same water in the average $1.50
bottle costs about 0.05 cents out of the
tap. And probably tastes better. A few
years ago the municipal water system in
San Francisco ran a blind taste test and
found only three people out of 32 who
thought bottled water tasted better.
Three! By the way, that average $1.50
bottle of water means you are paying
$11.37 a gallon. For water!! (And you
thought a gallon of gas was overpriced.)
So join the staff of the Pajaro Valley
Water Management Agency as they try
and wean themselves off the disposable
water bottle.

An update on BMP
“They’re getting close!”
The Ad Hoc Basin Management Plan (BMP) Committee is a committee formed by
the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA). This group has been asked
to find the most economical and practical set of solutions to the on-going problem
of overdraft and sea water intrusion into our basin. The good news is that they are
getting close to a set of recommendations for the PVWMA Board of Directors.
In the beginning scores of
ideas and projects were
suggested and a talented
team of engineers led by
ESA/Carollo did the research
and helped the committee
narrow the field down to
about seven near term and
another half dozen longer
term projects. The positive
Lou Carella leads the discussion during a recent BMP
story is that the near term
Committee meeting.
projects are relatively low
cost and easier to implement. And when it comes to helping solve the sea water
intrusion problem these “A” list projects deliver what the engineers often describe as
“More bang for the buck!”
One of the shining stars in the quest to stop and then reverse the bay waters intruding into our aquifer is conservation. Please see the story on conservation in this
newsletter for an update on how technology is aiding a new willingness to embrace
an old idea.
Upon completion of the committee’s work, a final Basin Management Plan will be
created that identifies the preferred list of projects and programs, their integral timing and costs, and their acceptance by the community. A list of committee members and projects under consideration can be found on the agency’s website
www.pvwater.org

Water Rate Increase
Effective July 1, 2012, rates will increase based on the
Consumer Price Index (2.4%), as shown below. The new rates
will be reflected on the September 2012 bills (except for rural
residential users who are billed in June 2013 for the prior year
based on 0.59 acre-foot/year consumption).
User Class
Augmentation Charges:
Metered Users – Outside
Delivered Water Zone
Metered Users – Inside
Delivered Water Zone
Unmetered Users (Rural Residential)
Delivered Water Charge

Cost of Service Rate
(Unit Cost Per Acre Foot)

$170
$205
$164
(or $97 annually
per residence)
$321

Questions? Comments? Please contact us at 831.722.9292, fax 831.722.3139
or on the web at www.pvwater.org

